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of Mr. Shidlovsky, which was located in a good resi-
dential section of Petrograd. To my satisfaction, there
were only members of the family at home and no other
guests. After dinner, Mr. Shidlovsky and I went to his
study where I made a brief report of the situation with
respect to the air meet. The subject proved to be of
little interest to my host and so I made my story short.
There was silence while we drank black coffee which
we both liked and, feeling that my chief was not
inclined to discuss business, I changed the subject and
briefly outlined a fewr of my general ideas on the subject
of the future of aviation. I mentioned that the aero-
plane of the future must be much larger in size, weight
and power, must be designed along different lines, and
would prove to be much more successful and more
reliable than small, single-engined planes. When I
stopped my host suggested that I continue my story. I
went on describing in more detail the characteristics of
the air giants of the future; the necessity of several
motors, one independent of the other, as the only pro-
tection from hazards of forced landing in case of engine
failure which was so frequent at that time; the import-
ance of a crew of several men who would assist and
relieve each other and fulfil the duties of the pilot at
the control wheel, the navigator, the mechanic and
others. To enable them to perform their duties
properly, a large, comfortable closed cabin was neces-
sary, particularly in the severe climate of Russia. The
characteristics of such a flying ship would be such as
to allow the crew to reach the motors in flight for
inspection and minor repairs.
During this discussion I stopped once in a while,
but each time Mr. Shidlovsky would urge me to con-